
 

THE WALTERS GALA & PARTY 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 
One of Baltimore’s most anticipated arts and culture events, the annual Gala & Party is an extraordinary 
celebration of community, cultural leadership, and the transformative impact of the Walters Art Museum.  
 
Over 500 Baltimore leaders, community partners, and arts supporters gather each year in spectacular museum 
spaces to enjoy stories of art and impact alongside exquisite culinary creations and lively entertainment. Gala 
sponsors contribute vital support to free admission, expanded education programs, dynamic exhibitions and 
programming, and industry-leading conservation efforts—sustaining the museum as a cornerstone of the 
region’s arts community and a vibrant space for inspiration and creativity. 
 
6 p.m. to midnight THE GALA EVENING 

Beginning at 6 p.m., Gala guests enjoy a sparkling cocktail hour before dining at 
intimate tables nestled amidst the splendor of the museum’s galleries. Following 
dinner, the Party kicks off at 9 p.m., capping off an incredible evening with dancing, 
specially designed lounges, and pop-ups from Baltimore favorites. 

 
8 p.m. to midnight THE VIP PARTY New this year! 

At this brand-new addition to the Gala evening, VIP Party guests enjoy 8 p.m. entry for 
a curated experience of exclusive culinary offerings and entertainment, alongside 
expanded pop-ups from Baltimore favorites before the Party kicks off at 9 p.m. 

 
9 p.m. to midnight THE PARTY 

Beginning at 9 p.m., Party guests enjoy energized museum spaces featuring specially 
designed lounges, open galleries, dancing, late-night bites, and pop-ups from 
Baltimore favorites. 



THE WALTERS GALA & PARTY 
 

THE GALA WITH IMPACT 
Your support as a Gala sponsor furthers the Walters’ work to create a place where people of every background 
can connect to art and to each other. The museum’s collection offers incredible and accessible opportunities 
for inspiration and exploration, and important connections to our larger world. Through the gala, sponsors 
sustain the Walters’ commitment to free admission to all—to the museum, its special exhibitions, and dynamic 
programming. 
 

FOSTERING COMMUNITY & CREATIVITY 
Like this year’s inaugural Block Party 
curated by three dynamic community 
advisors, interactive programs and 
festivals make the museum a vibrant 
space for community and discovery. 
Visitors of all ages and abilities explore, 
create, and connect, engaging with 
Baltimore’s boundless creativity and 
centuries of art and history. 

 
ENGAGING SCHOOL PROGRAMS & TOURS 
Over 10,000 Maryland K-12 students 
explored the museum on free field trips 
last school year, reimagined with 
interactive activity carts and touch 
materials for expanded learning. Along 
with career panels and teen programs, 
school visits invest in the next generation, 
a vital part of the museum’s commitment 
to education and lifelong learning. 

 
A PLACE FOR ALL 
Over 125,000 people visited the museum 
in the last year, finding a space for 
discovery, creativity, and community in 
our vibrant and diverse city. With 
centuries of history and contemporary 
works by world-class artists, the museum 
continues to make its collection, buildings, 
galleries, programs, and online resources 
accessible for everyone. 

 
VISITORS ARE SAYING 
 

“Amazing visit. What 
a gem of a collec�on! 

And wonderful integra�on of 
contemporary art and some 

local ar�sts throughout.” 

 
“Wonderful museum space that 

really allows for explora�on + 
discussion!” 

 

“Very thankful that this 
amazing museum is in 

Bal�more… keeping history 
and the arts and growth of 

knowledge alive.” 
  

 



THE WALTERS GALA & PARTY 
 

WITH GRATITUDE TO THE 
2025 SPONSORS 
 
 
PLATINUM 
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield  ▪  Johns Hopkins Medicine 
Lewis Contractors  ▪  T. Rowe Price 
 
GOLD 
Peter & Millicent Bain  ▪  Laura & John Banes 
Ellen & Ed Bernard  ▪  BGE  ▪  CFG Bank 
The Classic Catering People 
James H. DeGraffenreidt, Jr. & Dr. Mychelle Y. Farmer 
Philip & Deborah English  ▪  Guy & Nupur Flynn 
Kramon & Graham, P.A.  ▪  Andrea B. Laporte 
Bob & Whitney Nye  ▪  Ogletree Deakins 
PNC Private Bank 
Betsey & David Todd / The Boshell Foundation 
Venable, LLP 
 
SILVER 
Aegon Transamerica Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Bonner  ▪  Brown Advisory 
Continental Realty Corporation 
Andre M. Davis & Jessica Strauss  ▪  Suzy & Eddie Dunn 
J.P. Morgan Private Bank  ▪  Marquette Associates 
Matthew Polk & Amy Gould  ▪  Sheila & Jim Vidmar 
Mary Jo & Ted Wiese 
 
SAPPHIRE 
American Trading and Production Corporation 
Baltimore Ravens  ▪  Bozzuto Family Foundation 
Elke & Bill Durden  ▪  Groove Commerce 
Ava Lias-Booker / McGuireWoods LLP 
Gail & Stephen Shawe 
University of Maryland Medical System 
 
BRONZE 
ABR Capital Partners  ▪  The Baltimore Banner 
Bonsai Fine Arts, Inc.  ▪  Winnie & Neal Borden 
Thomas Brown & Susan M. Weingast 
Caplan Family Foundation  ▪  Flowers & Fancies 
Johns Hopkins University & Medicine  ▪  Lambis Rank 
Bruce Lichorowic & Linda Durnell  ▪  Neal Naff 
Lynn & Phil Rauch  ▪  Rebecca Myers Collection 
Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner, & Davey, P.A. 
Sheppard Pratt  ▪  WBJC 
 

 
 
 
AND TO THE 2025 
GALA COMMITTEE 
 
 
CO-CHAIRS 
Laura & John Banes 
Anthony Evans & Kevin Sowers 
Edward (Ned) F. Walton II & Sarah Walton 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Peter & Millicent Bain  ▪  Casey Brent  ▪  Allison 
Brill  ▪  Catie & Blake Dickinson  ▪  Guy & Nupur 
Flynn  ▪  Ricardo Johnson  ▪  Robyn & Jason 
Murphy  ▪  Rebecca Myers  ▪  Joel & Emily Pallikal  ▪  Lynda 
Perry  ▪  Tyler Tate  ▪  Betsey & David Todd 
 
 
 
 
AMETHYST 
Deborah Baum 
Casey Brent / Six South Consulting Group 
Milya & Natalka Burian  ▪  Courtney Cass 
Chesapeake Wealth Management Group at Morgan Stanley 
City Wide Facility Solutions  ▪  Lauren & Andrew Collins 
Timothy & Janine Dowdle 
Elizabeth Dugan & Daniel Rotrosen 
Alexandra & Mike Elias  ▪  Christine Espenshade 
Carey Fetting-Smith  ▪  Garcia Hamilton & Associates, L.P. 
Melissa Guttman  ▪  HB Wealth 
Highpoint Electric Service Corporation 
George & Helene Hill  ▪  Kelly Benefits 
Paul Konka & Susan Dugan-Konka  ▪  Kathleen Lyon 
Kristin Newhall MacMillan 
Ashley Mancinelli & Chris Baviello  ▪  Sarah Manekin 
M&T Bank  ▪  MCB Real Estate 
Randolph Metcalfe & Kathleen Chagnon 
Lynda Perry & Robert Holley 
Pulse Accounting & Finance Solutions  ▪  RCM&D 
Risa Reyes & Rich Pugh  ▪  Stephanie Shea 
Parker & Ashby Thoeni  ▪  Sarah Thomas & Peter Hirtle 
David Warnock & Michele Speaks 
Worcester Eisenbrandt  ▪  Ziger|Snead Architects 
 



THE WALTERS GALA & PARTY 
THE GALA EVENING 
 

$50,000 PRESENTING SPONSOR 
Tax-deductible contribution of $43,700 
Enjoy bespoke branding opportunities, exclusive recognition as Presenting Sponsor across all forms of 
recognition listed, and invitations to tailored museum partner experiences, in addition to: 

− 2 dinner tables of 8 in a prominent location 
− 10 tickets to the VIP Party 
− Inclusion in social media post to 38K+ followers 
− Prominent logo recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Prominent recognition on event invitation* 
− Prominent print and digital recognition at the event 

 
$25,000 PLATINUM SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $20,800 
− Dinner table of 10 in a prominent location 
− 8 tickets to the VIP Party 
− Inclusion in social media post to 38K+ followers 
− Prominent logo recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Prominent recognition on event invitation* 
− Prominent print and digital recognition at the event 

 
$16,000 GOLD SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $13,000 
− Dinner table of 10 
− Logo recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Recognition on event invitation* 

 
$12,000 SILVER SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $9,600 
− Dinner table of 8 
− Recognition on event invitation* 

 
$6,000 BRONZE SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $4,800 
− Dinner table of 4 
− Recognition on event invitation* 

$9,000 SAPPHIRE SPONSOR 
Tax-deductible contribution of $7,200 

− Dinner table of 6 
− Recognition on event invitation* 

 
$3,000 AMETHYST SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $2,400 
− 2 Dinner tickets 

 
All sponsors receive, in addition to the benefits listed above: 

− Recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Print and digital recognition at the event 

 
DINNER TICKETS   $550 early-bird on sale August 5 / $600 regular starting September 25 
Tax-deductible contribution of $250 / $300 
All dinner tickets include 6 p.m. entry and access to the cocktail hour, dinner, and the Party. 
 
To confirm your sponsorship or with any questions, please contact Elaina Penney, 
Manager of Special Events & Sponsorships, at evening@thewalters.org or 410-547-9000 ext. 212. 
*Sponsorship must be confirmed by Wednesday, August 5, to be listed on the event invitation. 

mailto:evening@thewalters.org


THE WALTERS GALA & PARTY 
THE VIP PARTY New this year! 
 

$35,000 RHODIUM SPONSOR 
Tax-deductible contribution of $31,400 
Enjoy bespoke branding and exclusive recognition opportunities at the VIP Party, in addition to: 

− 20 VIP party tickets with 8 p.m. entry 
− 2 dinner tickets with prominent seating and 6 p.m. entry 
− Inclusion in social media post to 38K+ followers 
− Prominent logo recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Prominent recognition on event invitation* 
− Prominent print and digital recognition at the event 

 
$10,000 RUBY SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $7,900 
− 10 VIP Party tickets with 8 p.m. entry 
− 2 dinner tickets with 6 p.m. entry 

 
$4,000 OPAL SPONSOR 

Tax-deductible contribution of $3,100 
− 6 VIP Party tickets with 8 p.m. entry 

 
All VIP Party sponsors receive, in addition to the benefits listed above: 

− Recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Recognition on event invitation* 
− Print and digital recognition at the event 

 
VIP PARTY TICKETS   $300 early-bird on sale August 5 / $350 regular starting September 25 
Tax-deductible contribution of $150 / $200 
All VIP Party tickets include 8 p.m. entry and access to the Party. 
 

THE PARTY 
 

$1,500 GARNET SPONSOR 
Tax-deductible contribution of $900 

− 6 Party tickets with 9 p.m. entry 
− Recognition on the website and in event emails to 12K+ households 
− Print and digital recognition at the event 

 
PARTY TICKETS   $150 early-bird on sale August 5 / $200 regular starting September 25 
Tax-deductible contribution of $50 / $100 
All Party tickets include 9 p.m. entry. 
 
To confirm your sponsorship or with any questions, please contact Elaina Penney, 
Manager of Special Events & Sponsorships, at evening@thewalters.org or 410-547-9000 ext. 212. 
*Sponsorship must be confirmed by Wednesday, August 5, to be listed on the event invitation. 
 
 
 
The Walters Gala & Party is a 21+ event. Tickets and sponsorships are non-refundable. 
Table sizes are specific to sponsorship levels; additional tickets purchased may be seated elsewhere. 
For up-to-date event, health and safety, and accessibility information, please visit thewalters.org/gala. If modifications to the event format are made, 
benefits and fair market value may change. 

mailto:evening@thewalters.org
www.thewalters.org/gala


THE WALTERS GALA & PARTY 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026 

SPONSORSHIP SELECTION 
Gala Evening   $50,000 Presenting Sponsor 

  $25,000 Platinum Sponsor 
  $16,000 Gold Sponsor 
  $12,000 Silver Sponsor 
  $9,000 Sapphire Sponsor 
  $6,000 Bronze Sponsor 
  $3,000 Amethyst Sponsor 

VIP Party   $35,000 Rhodium Sponsor 
  $10,000 Ruby Sponsor 
  $4,000 Opal Sponsor 

Party   $1,500 Garnet Sponsor 

RESPONSE OPTIONS 
1. Make your gift online at

thewalters.org/gala 
2. Complete this form and email to

evening@thewalters.org 
3. Complete this form and mail to:

The Walters Art Museum 
Attn: Development 
600 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

 I/We can’t attend. Instead, I/we wish to make a fully tax-deductible donation of 
 _________________________________________ to the Walters Art Museum 

Name for recognition on gala materials:  _______________________________________________________ 

Contact Name:   _________________________________________________________________________ 

Title:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________  Email:  ____________________________________________ 

Signature:  _________________________________________________ Date:  ________________________ 

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 Please send an invoice (Payment due by Friday, October 2) 
 Please provide ACH, stock, or other fund transfer details† 
 A check payable to the Walters Art Museum is enclosed 

For payments by credit card (available for sponsorships up to $12,000), please visit thewalters.org/gala 
For pledges, pledge payments, or to purchase a split sponsorship, please call Walters Development staff at 
410-547-9000 ext. 283 

Thank you! For more information, please contact Elaina Penney, Manager of Special Events & 
Sponsorships, by email at evening@thewalters.org or by phone at 410-547-9000 ext. 212. 

The Walters Gala & Party is a 21+ event. Tickets and sponsorships are non-refundable. 
†For funds or foundations, please contact your tax advisor or donor-advised fund (DAF) holder for more information before purchasing a sponsorship 
or tickets. Many funds or foundations do not allow for receipt of non-deductible benefits.

www.thewalters.org/gala
mailto:evening@thewalters.org
www.thewalters.org/gala
mailto:evening@thewalters.org
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